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Dr. Edward Ehlinger is a public health metaphysician who has 

spent his professional career working in various settings to 

advance health equity and optimal health for all.  He has 

Integrated the values, practices, and approaches of medical 

care, public health, community building, and social justice in his 

work as a Senior Assistant Surgeon with the National Health Service 

Corps, Director of Maternal and Child Health at the Minneapolis 

Health Department, Director and Chief Health Officer at Boynton 

Health Service at the University of Minnesota, and Commissioner 

of Health at the Minnesota Department of Health.  He currently 

chairs the federal HHS Secretary's Advisory Committee on Infant 

Mortality, serves on several boards, provides coaching for the 

National Leadership Academy for Public Health, and consults and 

speaks on public health and community-building issues locally 

and nationally. 

Dr. Ehlinger received his BA degree in English and his MD degree 

from the University of Wisconsin – Madison and his Master of 

Science in Public Health degree from the University of North 

Carolina – Chapel Hill.  He is a Fellow of the American College 

Health Association, a Robert Wood Johnson Clinical Scholar, and 

a Bush Fellow.  He is board certified in internal medicine and 

pediatrics and is an Adjunct Professor in the School of Public 

Health at the University of Minnesota.  He is a past president of the 

Minnesota Public Health Association, the North Central College 

Health Association, the Twin Cities Medical Society, the 

Association of State and Territorial Health Officials, and the first 

board chair of CityMatCH. 


