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James McDonald, MD, MPH has served at RIDOH as 

a Medical Director and as the Chief Administrative 

Officer of the Board of Medical Licensure and 

Discipline since 2012. He has helped steer the State 

response to the drug overdose crisis, and he has 

been a key member of Rhode Island's COVID-19 

leadership team.  

Prior to his time at RIDOH, Dr. McDonald served as 

the Director of Health Services for the Naval Health 

Clinic New England in Newport. He earned his MD 

from Loyola Stritch School of Medicine in Chicago, 

he did his pediatric residency in the U.S. Navy, and 

he did his preventive medicine residency through 

the State University of New York. He earned his MPH 

from the University of North Carolina in Chapel Hill.  

Dr. McDonald is board certified in pediatrics and 

preventive medicine. His diverse career includes 

officership in the U.S. Navy. He lives in North 

Kingstown with his wife and three children. 

 

 

 


